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16 Centre Street
Coe Hill ON

Open 124 on
Saturdays and Sundays
in July and August

Admission by donation

The indoor museum displays artifacts
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farming, and mining, along with family,
domestic, medical, and military
memorabilia.




Step inside for a
moment to see a
few of our
artifacts.
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More than
one young
visitor has

been
surprised
to learn
that @ IS
older than
emaill.




In the museum,
family memories live on.
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These
bagpipes
came from

Scotland

In 1857.

The owner
became

Wollaston _
c2gyaKji 4
first Reeve. @&




Like many smaliown Ontario museums,
our collection reflects settler ways of life.



But what sets
the Wollaston
Heritage
Centre apart
lies outside...




In the Iron ore
that inspired
William Coe of
Madoc

to start a mine




The iron
deposit was
thought to be
one of the
most valuable
In Ontario.




The first

ore shipment le
Coe Hill

by rail on

June 2, 1884.
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It was taken to newly built shipping docks on Lake Ontario
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As much as 100,000 tons of ore
were taken out of the ground.
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soon ended In
disappointment.

In 1885,

ore extraction
stopped, for three
reasons:




1. Ore from deeper in
the mine was found to
be lower-grade ore,
containing too much
sulphur for steel
manufacturing.

2. A slump in iron prices
made lowergrade ore
unprofitable.

3. The United States
raised their tariff on iron
ore. Sound familiar?
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reciprocity (free trade),
and fears of annexation with the United States.
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and brought the Central Ontario Railway
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and was key

to opening

the county g

north of T
Madoc. s ...wgm..o
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For a small

place, Coe
Hill has had

mighty big
impact on
the history off
the region. '




This history Is worth preserving. In 2024
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make the open mine cut safely viewable _
by the public.
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